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with a disposition to withhold information;  that
this notion was  very prevalent, and that it was
countenanced by the directors contending that the
Company not being before  the house, were not
called upon in their corporate capacity, either to
produce evidence in support of their own preten-
sions, or to expose the errors and mis-statements of
their opponents.    He added that the public were
impressed with notions unfavourable to the Com-
pany, and that they were expected to come forward.
In reply, the chairman,  Mr. Campbell,*  pointed
to the progress that had been made by the com-
mittee ;   to  the  facility  with  which  any  further
information might be obtained, either  from  the
records of the Company, to which the Court were
at all times ready to furnish access, or from the
testimony of well-informed men; to the improba-
bility that if a Court of Proprietors were convened,
any thing they might do could be made available
during the current session; and to the inconvenience
and inexpediency of the Company petitioning with-
out some communications of the views of ministers,
similar to that made by the First Lord of the Trea-
sury and President of the India Board during the
late administration.    The  Court of Directors, it
was added, might be disposed to meet the views of
the ministers of the Crown, as far as could be done
without compromising the interests of their consti-
tuents, or their own character; but the court would
not recommend to the proprietors either to petition
for a charter, or to receive one, unless the interests
* Now Sir Robert Campbell, Bart.